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to be sold as slaves. The unfortunate man was then castrated and deprived
of the sight of one of his eyes, and his favourite wife was given over to
the soldiery in his presence ; he had doubtless been left the sight of one
eye so that he might witness this crowning insult.1 What is most aston-
ishing is that Taqi Khan was able before very long to reassert his myster-
ious influence over Nadir and to win his way back into the royal favour,
with the result that he was appointed Mustaufi al-Mamalik (Treasurer-
General of the Kingdom) and Beglarbegi of the province of Kabul, while
the surviving members of his family were released from slavery.*
As Muhammad Husain Khan's troops had not received any pay for
several months, money had to be raised as promptly as possible to pay
them. Couriers were dispatched from Shiraz to Gombroon with in-
structions to collect 4,000 tomans there within three days. These men
" immediately went to drubbing the Banians and Merchants that refused
the Tax laid upon them,"3 and many persons fled from the town in order
to escape from this persecution. There were similar exactions at Isfahan,
and the " linguist " and broker of the East India Company there were
imprisoned, and the broker was forced to give a bond for 2,000 tomans.
The mufra$$tts then demanded 3,000 tomans from Peirson, the Company's
Resident there, and threatened him with imprisonment if he refused to
pay ; in the end he managed to avoid arrest by paying 460 tomans.
Similar pressure was put upon the Dutch, while the Armenians were com-
pelled to pay 1,000 tomans.4 Peirson subsequently reported that these
onerous exactions so impoverished the community that it became most
difficult to collect money owing to the Company ; its merchants had had,
he said, to hand over no less than 4,500 tomans to the muhas&ls*
Practically at the same time as Taqi Khan rebelled, the Ashaqbash
Qajar Muhammad Hasan Khan, who was one of the sons of the late
Fat& *AIi Khan, headed a revolt in the province of Astarabad. Aided by
1,000 Yamut Turkomans and by some 2,000 Qajars and others who rose
in his favour, he gained possession of the town of Astarabad on the 28th
January, 1744.* Muhammad Zaman Khan, the Deputy Governor,
' Hanway, Vol. IV, p. 243 ; Mirza Mohammad Shirazi, op. tit., p. 20 ;
p. 302-
- N.N., pp. 132 and 133 ; see also Basin, o£. cii., p. 297.
"Gombroon Diary, xst/i2th July, 1744.
4 Ibid., 6th /17th, July (quoting from a letter from Peirson from Isfahan, dated the ixth/azad
Jtme).
Ibid., 5th/i6th October (quoting from an Isfahan letter of the 24th Angtwt/4th September).
' The particulars of this revolt are taken in the main from the •wry fnfl and interesting first-hand
account given by Hanway, who had the misfortune to arrive in Astarabad a few day* before
the outbreak occurred.   Although not badly treated by Muhammad JJasan Khan and the
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Hanway managed to leav
met Elton and some other Europeans.

